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LENT BEGIINS

The 40 day season of the
church year, Lent, begins on
Ash Wednesday, February
22nd. We will gather for wor-
ship with our friends from the
United Methodist Church, Ber-
wick, AT THE BERWICK
CHURCH. Worship begins at
7PM.

The 40 days become an oppor-
tunity, a possibility, a definite
“set aside time”, for God, and
God alone. We parallel the 40
days of Jesus in the wil-
derness, to prepare
our hearts and reflect
on our lives, in prepa-
ration for Easter, for
Resurrection Day. Might
we begin our journey
with a deep thanks to
God? Lent is a time for
YOU to look inside Scripture,
spend time in prayer, be a part
of weekly worship. God wants
you to begin a mission initia-
tive. It is YOUR time to get up,
and get going. Give up being
selfish. Celebrate the love and

care that God HAS given, and
share it. To help with your
Lenten preparations, Lenten
Devotionals will be available in
the Library area beginning on
Sunday, February 19th.

The annual Ecumenical
Lenten Prayer Services are in
the process of being planned.
The final listing will appear in
t h e Sunday Dbulletin.

Hosted in churches
Y in the Somers-
{ worth-Berwick
area, we will have
opportunity to
join together in
prayer, being
lead in the host
church’s tradition. Fellow-
ship will follow each service.
The day of the week has not
been determined yet...there
has been some interest in
moving these from a weeknight
to Sunday afternoons. So,
watch the Sunday bulletin for
more details.
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From Our Pastor...

Dear Ones:

I don’t know about you, but I can
get to a point when I don’t want to
talk anymore. I keep the conversa-
tion in my head, and I begin to be-
lieve what I say to myself. It is never
good! Why don’t I put my heart out
more? Ease, fear, failure, disagree-
ment are all reasons, no, excuses
that come to mind. Have you ever
felt this way?

Here, today, right now, we easily
(there’s that ease again!) let the stuff
of life get in the way of our relation-
ship with God. Yes, fear of failure
and perhaps even laziness, get in
the way of our communication/
prayer with God (or Jesus, or the
Holy Spirit). This then hinders our
participation in Sunday worship,
verbal or silent table grace (both are
acceptable, but only if intentional).
Offering admonishment to our chil-
dren, or, even being admonished by
them can fit in here as well—we let
go of one, and ignore the other.

I suggest to you that the 40 day sea-
son of Lent can be a way to start
afresh, if we will be attentive and
open to what we will hear from the
Holy One. This piece from Prayers of

Reconnect with God
Reconnect with one another

Life, written by Michel Quoist, in-
spires my own inner conversation:

I have just hung up; why did he
telephone?
I don’t know...Oh! I get it...
I talked a lot and listened very little.

Forgive me, Lord, it was a monologue
and not a dialogue.

I explained my idea and did not get his;
Since I didn’t listen, I learned nothing,
Since I didn’t listen, I didn’t help,
Since I didn’t listen, we didn’t
communicate.

Forgive me Lord, for we were connected,
and now we’re cut off.

Friends, reconnect with God. Recon-
nect with one another. Let’s use
wisely the days of Lent to do just
this by kneeling down, bowing low,
somehow physically, acknowledging
before God our humility of heart.
God listens; will we?

God bless and keep you...

Pastor Mark
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